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Prosperous and Green in the 
Anthropocene: The Human Right to 
a Healthy Environment in Southeast 
Asia

RWI’s Positive Contributions  

There are billions of people living in poverty, many of whom lack access to clean water, adequate 
sanitation, electricity, safe housing, and sufficient nutrition. RWI is creatively nurturing people-centred 
responses that support the important role of governments and community leadership to meet these 
challenges.
RWI’s approach fosters partnerships between diverse local, national, regional stakeholders, in support 
of much needed change and increased accountability. Its outcomes include increasingly aligning local, 
national and regional plans, and environmental policies and regulations with international human rights 
standards.
The Institute’s commitment to human rights research and capacity development gives countries the 
means to realise the human rights of all, as well as the SDGs. RWI does not monitor compliance in the 
human rights field, or take on individual complaints regarding alleged violations. Rather, it promotes 
dialogue and engagement with decision-makers, communities, governments and regional bodies in 
their roles as agents of change.
RWI is committed to making its research free and publicly available. Some examples of its research 
outputs can be found below. For a more comprehensive list, please visit RWI’s webpage and the 
publications section https://rwi.lu.se/publications/ (please scan the QR code).
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Women’s Human Rights and 
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The right to safe water 
in Southeast Asia



RWI at a Glance

Named after Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat who saved thousands of people at risk in Europe 
during World War II, RWI is a charitable trust founded in 1984 and is primarily funded by the Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency.
National human rights institutions (NHRIs), local governments, the business community, legal 
practitioners and environmental policy makers/groups are both target stakeholders and partners for 
RWI’s programmes. These programmes promote respect for the environment and human rights based 
on international law in over 40 countries.
The Institute is based in Lund, Sweden, with field offices in Amman (Jordan), Beijing (China), Istanbul 
(Turkey), Jakarta (Indonesia), Nairobi (Kenya), and Phnom Penh (Cambodia).

Localising Environmental Human Rights and the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)

RWI recognises the important roles that local governments and other stakeholders have in protecting 
the environment and human rights, and in achieving the achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which are inextricably linked to human rights, such as the rights to life, food, water, housing, an 
adequate standard of living, and more.
In support of Agenda 2030, one of RWI’s goals is to enable local governments to integrate human rights 
and environment sustainability into the decision-making processes that concern their communities and 
economies. This is being realised by increasing the availability of research products, teaching resources 
and general awareness material for RWI’s partner organisations and networks, and the wider public.
RWI is catalysing collective actions and developing solutions that integrate human rights and 
environmental sustainability, in partnership with leading global, regional, national, and local stakeholders.

RWI Activities 

Hallmarks of RWI’s engagement with decision-makers, and those that want to make a difference, include 
focused discussions and collaborations to create achievable results. 
Some of these activities can encompass academic education, research, training, course development, 
the production of training tools, the establishment of resource centres, and advisory services. Recent 
ones under RAPP include:
 Publishing a thematic study on the right to a healthy environment, entitled: “Prosperous and green 

in the Anthropocene: The human right to a healthy environment in Southeast Asia. (2020)”;
 Producing a discussion brief series on the right to a healthy environment in Southeast Asia targeting 

national courts, national human rights institutions, policymakers, ASEAN, national enforcement 
agencies, and prosecutors;

 Developing blended learning courses on human rights and the environment for the justice actors, 
business sectors, and policymakers;

 Engaging with government stakeholders who work on the Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) under the 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change, and national adaptation plans through 
roundtable discussions, research and training; and

 Working with business stakeholders in Indonesia and Malaysia, through the respective Business 
Councils for Sustainable Development (BCSD), to enhance the understanding of the nexus between 
business, human rights and the environment.

“Implementing the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable
environment should be a matter of the utmost urgency”

- David R. Boyd, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment

Figure: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Source: UN Sustainable Development Goals

RWI’s Regional Asia Pacific Programme

Recognised for our commitment to promoting and strengthening the mutually-reinforcing relationships 
between human rights and the environment in Asia-Pacific, we bring together a wide breadth of regional, 
national and local stakeholders who are shaping the future of sustainable development in the region. 
Our approach is purpose-driven and multi-dimensional. A particular strength is our ability to engage our 
longstanding and ever-expanding networks and leveraging our deep-seated human rights knowledge 
that enables us to play a catalytic role in advancing Asia-Pacific’s progress towards human rights and 
sustainable development. 
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