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Introduction to RWI and RAPP
The Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI) is an independent 
academic institution established in Sweden, with a mission to promote universal respect for human 
rights and humanitarian law. Engaged in Asia for over 25 years, RWI is a constructive and credible 
long-term partner for governments, institutes and rights-based community groups, and undertakes 
activities focused towards research, capacity development and overall human rights dialogue 
throughout the region.

RWI’s Regional Asia and Pacific Programme (RAPP) specifically supports the stronger alignment of 
environmental and human rights outcomes, and recognises the inherent interaction between the two. 
The programme’s activities focus on environmental planning, policy and regulation development, 
increasing protection from environmental human rights violations, and addressing the adverse 
impacts of natural disasters, climate change and environmental degradation across Asia and the 
Pacific.

Promoting Knowledge on Displacement and Human Rights within Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation

As a result of RWI’s key regional thematic study on displacement in the context of disasters and 
climate change, strategic RAPP activities aim to utilise the research and its findings within practical 
activities throughout the region. RWI works alongside universities, institutes and other key disaster 
management stakeholders across Asia and the Pacific, implementing disaster risk reduction activities 
that include:
 Engaging academic representatives and faculty heads from universities, and promoting a blended 

learning course focused on the application of human rights and gender-based approaches for 
displacement in disaster and climate change contexts;

 Facilitating and supporting universities to explore new concepts, methods and strategies to 
engage national disaster management organisations, and other key disaster and climate change 
stakeholders, on the importance of human rights considerations within disaster response and 
preparedness activities;

 Ensuring incorporation of new and innovative resources within university teaching materials; and 
 Increasing academic understanding on the importance of human rights-based approaches in 

disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation, while also improving networks between 
key regional stakeholders, and facilitating better engagement across national, regional and 
international levels.

Localising human rights, gender equality and environment for the SDGs

Undertaking efforts towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) requires 
significant consideration towards human rights, gender equality and the environment – especially in 
activities at a local level. RAPP has developed an extensive network of committed and experienced 
collaborators, which it utilises to further engage other relevant stakeholders in practical, innovative, 
and local activities that promote human rights, gender equality, and environment-related SDGs. 
These activities have included:
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 A study on models that localise human rights, gender equality, and the environment in the context 
of the SDGs, with multi-stakeholder engagement and participation, in three cities: Bandung, 
Indonesia; Baguio, Philippines; and Nagpur, India;

 Developing a handbook on localising human rights in the context of SDGs as a practitioner guide 
for local governments in the Asia Pacific;

 Collaborating with UCLG ASPAC and the City of Gwangju to implement capacity building activities 
for the local authorities and stakeholders in the Asia Pacific in conjunction with the World Human 
Rights Cities Forum;

 Supporting Indonesia’s Directorate General of Human Rights to strengthen its assessment 
programme on human rights-friendly cities; and

 Publishing studies from five Asian cities on human rights cities and the SDGs.

Promoting human rights, gender equality and environmental considerations 
with public, private and community stakeholder groups

A key target of RAPP is ensuring that research outputs and programme activities significantly 
engage diverse stakeholders, who are in a key position to further strengthen human rights and 
gender equality in environmental and climate change contexts. RAPP partners include both public 
and private organisations, such as courts, offices of attorney general, national enforcement agencies 
and business councils, and UN agencies and international organisations. These stakeholders have 
the potential to leverage human rights to enhance environmental protection and climate action in 
their respective programmes.
Activities have included:
 Publishing a thematic study on the right to a healthy environment, entitled: Prosperous and green 

in the Anthropocene: The human right to a healthy environment in Southeast Asia;
 Producing a discussion brief series on the right to a healthy environment in Southeast Asia 

targeting national courts, national human rights institutions, policymakers, ASEAN, national 
enforcement agencies, and prosecutors;

 Developing blended learning courses on human rights and the environment for justice actors, the 
business sector and policymakers;

 Supporting strategic collaboration with international environmental organisations, such as the 
Stockholm Environment Institute, to enhance the integration of a human rights-based approach 
in environmental sustainability programmes across the region; and

 Implementing workshops on human rights and the environment for business stakeholders in 
Indonesia and Malaysia, in collaboration with their respective Business Councils for Sustainable 
Development (BCSD).

RWI is committed to making its research free and publicly available.  For a more comprehensive list, 
please visit RWI’s webpage and the publications section (please scan the QR code below).

For more information on the Institute’s programmes and activities in the Asia Pacific region contact RWI’s 
coordinating office in Jakarta: 

@RWI.Jakarta @JakartaRWI

@rwi_jakarta RWI Jakarta

RWI JAKARTA OFFICE
KMO Building, 6th floor, Suite 610
Jl Kyai Maja No.1 Jakarta Selatan 12120 
Phone: 021-27092823 | https://rwi.or.id
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