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1. In the discussion briefs, Southeast Asia is defined as the 10 member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and does
not include Timor-Leste.

2. Ituarte-Lima, C; Bernard, V; Paul, D; San, S; Aung, MM; Dany, C; Chavisschindha, T; Paramita, D; Aung, TM and Saenphit,
N (2020) Prosperous and Green in the Anthropocene: The human right to a healthy environment in Southeast Asia, Raoul Wallenberg
Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law

The Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI) discussion brief series, ‘The right to 
a healthy environment in Southeast Asia’, aims to be a tool to trigger constructive dialogue on how to implement 
the right to a healthy environment in the region.1 It also aims to facilitate opportunities for co-creation of strategies 
between various groups based on shared understandings on the interdependency between human rights and a 
healthy environment. This discussion brief series presents key findings and lessons learned that emerged from the 
RWI thematic study: Prosperous and green in the Anthropocene: The human right to a healthy environment in 
Southeast Asia.2

https://rwi.lu.se/pyramid-publications/prosperous-and-green-in-the-anthropocene-the-human-right-to-a-healthy-environment-in-southeast-asia/
https://rwi.lu.se/pyramid-publications/prosperous-and-green-in-the-anthropocene-the-human-right-to-a-healthy-environment-in-southeast-asia/


About this Discussion Brief
This Discussion Brief No. 5, titled ‘The right to a healthy 
environment in Southeast Asia: Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN)’, was prepared for RWI Asia and the Pacific 
Office by Victor Bernard. The overall conceptualisation, guidance 
and editing was led by Dr. Claudia Ituarte-Lima, Senior Researcher 
(RWI). An advisory committee provided substantive comments 
to the discussion brief. The external contributors to this specific 
discussion brief were Mr. Edmund Bon, Head of Chambers 
(Amerbon Advocates), Dr. Sumudu Atapattu, Senior Lecturer 
(University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School), and Ms. Windi 
Arini, Program Officer (RWI).

RWI is a research and academic institution committed to human 
rights education and development across the world. Informed by 
over 30 years of research and direct engagement experience, our 
current organisational strategies focus on four inter-related themes: 
People on the Move, Inclusive Societies, Fair and Efficient Justice, 
and Economic Globalisation and Human Rights. Headquartered 
in Lund, Sweden, RWI works through a network of offices in six 
international locations, and in Stockholm.

This discussion brief synthesises analysis from the above-mentioned 
thematic report and further elaborates entry points for action on 
human rights and the environment for ASEAN policymakers, who 
are vital in ensuring that duty bearers respect, protect and fulfil 
the human right to a healthy environment. In practice, the full 
realisation of human rights will depend on complementary actions 
taken by both duty-bearers and rights-holders.  

This discussion brief series was funded by the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida). The views expressed in 
this discussion brief do not necessarily reflect the Government 
of Sweden’s official policies. Sida’s financial support is gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Photo: AICHR Human Rights Dialogue in Jakarta, Indonesia - ASEAN Secretariat / Kusuma Pandu Wijaya/Flickr
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1. Introduction

What is the right to a healthy environment?

Climate change, biodiversity loss, and the destruction and degradation of ecosystems have huge 
impacts on people’s lives, affecting our ability to work, have leisure activities, and enjoy good health. 
Human rights and environmental protection thus are closely related. A healthy environment enables 
people to fully enjoy their human rights, including social and cultural rights; at the same time, the 
exercise of human rights helps promote environmental protection.3

Many countries—more than 80 per cent of UN Member States—recognise the right to a healthy 
environment in their constitutions, laws, and policies.4 Regional organisations, including the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), recognise this right in various ways.5 The ASEAN Human Rights 
Declaration (AHRD) affirms that everyone has the right to a safe, clean, and sustainable environment 
(Art. 28f). 

The substantive elements of the right to a healthy environment are: safe drinking water and adequate 
sanitation; clean air; a safe climate; nutritious and sustainably-produced food; non-toxic environments 
in which to work, study or play; and healthy ecosystems and biodiversity.6 The procedural elements 
of this right include: access to information, public participation in environmental decision making, and 
access to justice and effective remedies.7

Over the last 20 years, the international community has increasingly recognised human rights 
obligations concerning a healthy environment. States thus have human rights obligations in the context 
of implementing environmental and other agreements, as well as under their own laws and policies.

The role of ASEAN

ASEAN Member States have introduced innovative 
approaches and practices concerning the right to a 
healthy environment at the regional level. Member States 
adopted the 2012 ASEAN Human Rights Declaration 
(AHRD) that enshrines the right to a healthy environment 

and the right to safe drinking water and sanitation.8 
Furthermore, a number of regional environmental 
law and policy frameworks address the substantive 
and procedural elements of the right to a healthy 
environment.9 Regional ASEAN bodies thus have a 
mandate to advance the right to a healthy environment 
in their areas of work. 

3.    Knox, John H. and Pejan, Ramin (2018) ‘Introduction to The Human Right to a Healthy Environment’, The Human Right to a 
Healthy Environment, Cambridge University Press

4.    Boyd, David (2019) Right to a healthy environment: good practices: Report of the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights 
obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment, Human Rights Council, 30 December 
2019, A/HRC/43/53

5.    Knox and Pejan, 2018
6.    Boyd, 2019
7.    Boyd, D. (2018) Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, 

clean, healthy and sustainable environment to the UN General Assembly (UNGA) 19 July 2018, A/73/188 13
8.    ASEAN Human Rights Declaration (AHRD) (2012), Art 28 (e) (f )
9.    See ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint 2025 (2016) (ASCC Blueprint), ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 

(2002), ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment 2016-2025 (2016), ASEAN Multi-Sectoral Framework for Climate Change: 
Agriculture and Forestry Towards Food and Nutrition Security and Achievement (2018), and more.
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10.  Parks, T, Maramis, L, Suchindah, A, Wongwatanakul, W (2018) ASEAN As the Architect for Regional Development Cooperation: 
Advancing ASEAN Centrality & Catalyzing Action for Sustainable Development. The Asia Foundation, pp. VII, 4

ASEAN has enormous potential to enhance standards 
for regional environmental protection and climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, and become a global 
leader through: 

• serving as a platform for dialogue and awareness 
raising; 

• strengthening the knowledge base on environmental 
issues and the links to human rights;

• informing and supporting ASEAN Member States’ 
policies; and 

• harmonising ASEAN Member States’ approaches 
to realising the right to a healthy environment.10

This brief:

• discusses which ASEAN human rights and 
environmental law and policy frameworks recognise 
the right to a healthy environment;

• proposes entry points for collaboration among 
different ASEAN sectoral bodies and centres, in 
relation to various environmental themes;

• highlights some examples of innovative practices 
and collaboration across the three ASEAN “pillars” 
of cooperation; 

• recommends ways in which ASEAN can strengthen 
its role in advancing the right to a healthy 
environment at regional and national levels.
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Human Rights

In 2012, ASEAN Member States took a crucial step 
towards recognising the connections between ensuring 
human rights and achieving environmental protection.
They adopted the AHRD, which enshrines the right to 
a healthy environment and the right to safe drinking 
water and sanitation as preconditions for realising 
the right to an adequate standard of living.11 The 
AHRD also recognises the right to development as an 
inalienable human right whereby everyone is entitled to 
“participate in, contribute to, enjoy and benefit equitably 
and sustainably from economic, social, cultural and 
political development.”12 The AHRD highlights the 
intergenerational dimension of the right to development, 
stating that this “should be fulfilled so as to meet 
equitably the developmental and environmental needs 
of present and future generations.”13

The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human 
Rights (AICHR) is the main regional human rights 
mechanism responsible for promoting and protecting 
rights identified in the AHRD.14 AICHR priorities are 
set out in its five-year workplans — the latest covering 
the period 2021-2025. As a part of AICHR’s priority to 
promote a mechanism for coordinating a human rights-
based approach in ASEAN, the workplan includes 
activities such as consultations, capacity development, 
coordination and task force meetings aimed at 
supporting the nexus between human rights and the 
environment.15 AICHR’s workplan also encourages 
collaboration among the relevant ASEAN sectoral 
bodies and secretariat officials.16

AICHR has conducted workshops in collaboration with 
other ASEAN sectoral bodies on human rights in various 
environmental thematic areas. Previous topics have 

included a rights-based approach to environmental 
impact assessment (EIA), and human rights and urban 
pollution.17 It has also, under the leadership of AICHR 
Malaysia, commissioned a thematic study on the right 
to safe drinking water and sanitation, in collaboration 
with national focal points and researchers working with 
the ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment (ASOEN) 
and the working groups organised around the ASEAN 
Socio-Cultural Community pillar (ASCC), such as the 
Working Group on Water Resources Management.18

As with many development challenges, advancing the 
right to a healthy environment requires mainstreaming 
human rights issues in specific sectors—such as 
agriculture, water management, and climate change—
and also cross-sectorally in development plans. To 
effectively address complex environmental challenges, 
specific thematic expertise is needed. AICHR could 
benefit from engaging and collaborating with experts 
on environmental policy and science from ASEAN 
institutions associated with the ASCC pillar, including 
the Environmental Division of the Secretariat and its 
subsidiary bodies and working groups.19  Equally, ASCC 
sectoral bodies could benefit from assistance by AICHR 
and ASEAN’s Human Rights Division in their efforts to 
integrate a rights-based approach and better achieve 
their goals.

ASEAN’s three pillars — namely the ASEAN Political-
Security Community (APSC), the ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC) and the ASCC — should promote 
cross-sectoral engagement and strategic cooperation. 
To avoid considering issues in isolation, and to highlight 
the linkages between environmental and human rights 
goals, joint programmes, multi-stakeholder dialogues 
and coordination should be prioritised.20

11.  AHRD, Art 28 (e) (f )
12.  ibid, Arts 35-37
13.  ibid, Art 35
14.  Charter of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (2007), Art 14
15.  Five-Year Work Plan of the AICHR 2021-2025 (2021), p. 9-10
16.  ibid
17.  See: AICHR website, ‘AICHR Discuss Rights-based Framework for Effective Environmental Impact Assessment’, 3 October 2019; 

‘https://asean.org/aichr-tackles-urban-pollution/ ‘ 12 September 2019
18.  Hanara, D (2019), ‘Assessing the Performance of the AICHR to Uphold the Protection Mandate’, Forum Asia, p. 37-38
19.  ibid, p. 12
20.  Parks, et al, p. viii-ix

2. ASEAN’s legal and institutional framework
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21.  ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze (2002)

Environmental Law and Policy

Prior to adoption of the ASCC Blueprint, ASEAN had  
either drafted or adopted a number of regional 
environmental legal and policy frameworks. The 
processes leading up to these agreements have provided 
opportunities for ASEAN Member States to discuss 
issues relevant to the right to a healthy environment, and 
identify alternative strategies to advance this right. 

2002 ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
This is a legally-binding treaty ratified by all ASEAN 
Member States, which aims to prevent, monitor and 
mitigate transboundary haze pollution from land and 
forest fires and maintain clean air. Under the agreement, 
ASEAN Member States have a duty to cooperate on 
measures to prevent, monitor and mitigate pollution. 
Such measures include controlling the sources of fires, 
developing monitoring and early-warning systems, and 
exchanging information and technology. State parties in 
whose territory transboundary haze pollution originates 
must respond to requests from affected states, and 
must take legal, administrative and/or other actions to 
implement their obligations under this agreement.21

ASEAN Member States have also endorsed a number of 
declarations and plans that contribute to the substantive 
elements of the right to a healthy environment, namely: 

•	 Clean water and sanitation in the 2005 ASEAN 
Plan of Action on Water Resource Management; 

•	 A safe climate in the 2007 Singapore Declaration 
on Climate Change, Energy and the Environment; 
the 2012 Action Plan on a Joint Response to 
Climate Change, which contains action points on 
adaptation, mitigation, finance and investment, 
technology transfer and cooperation; and 
the 2015 ASEAN Post-2015 Environmental 
Sustainability and Climate Change Agenda; 

•	 Healthy and sustainably produced food in the 
2018 ASEAN Multi-Sectoral Framework for Climate 
Change: Agriculture and Forestry Towards Food 
and Nutrition Security and Achievement.
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3. The convergence between ASEAN’s 
    environmental frameworks and the right  
    to a healthy environment

ASEAN’s core environmental and climate change legal 
and policy frameworks recognise the links between 
the environment and human health and wellbeing. 
However, most of these provisions are not legally 
binding. Nevertheless, both the ASCC Blueprint and 
the ASEAN Strategic Plan on the Environment (ASPEN) 
outline strategic measures and activities that create 
convergence between the mandates of ASEAN’s human 
rights and environmental bodies. Some areas include:

Substantive and procedural elements of the right 
to a healthy environment: Substantive elements of 
the right to a healthy environment are covered in the 
ASCC Blueprint and ASPEN, including measures to 
safeguard access to sustainable food,22 safe drinking 
water and sanitation,23 clean air,24 healthy ecosystems 
and biodiversity,25 a non-toxic environment26 and 
a safe climate.27 Procedural elements of access 
to environmental information and participation in 
environmental decision making are also featured in 
the Blueprint as measures to promote cooperation on 
environmental management towards sustainable use 
of ecosystems and natural resources. Activities include 
environmental education, community engagement 
and public outreach.28 ASPEN, under its  biodiversity  
provisions,  focuses on communication, education 
and public awareness through its ASEAN Biodiversity 
Outlook report, proceedings reports from the ASEAN 
Conference on Biodiversity, and its biodiversity 
information database, among many other activities.29  

Access to information is also promoted through the 
Blueprint’s recognition of the value of indigenous and 
traditional knowledge and practices in responding 
to climate change, and its plan to develop a digital 
database of traditional knowledge about genetic 
resources.30 Indigenous people, as vital knowledge 
holders, should not be excluded from decision-making 
and climate change mitigation and adaptation activities. 
However, none of the policy frameworks refer to access 
to justice, which remains a procedural element to be 
further developed.

Cross-cutting human rights norms: The principles 
of non-discrimination, equality and inclusion permeate 
the ASCC Blueprint. A whole section is dedicated 
to providing equitable access to opportunities, and 
promoting and protecting the rights of women, children, 
youth, the elderly and older persons, persons with 
disabilities, migrant workers, ethnic minority groups and 
vulnerable and marginalised groups.31 The Blueprint 
further encourages states to promote non-discriminatory 
laws, policies and practices by developing effective, 
responsive, accountable and transparent institutions at 
all levels.32 One section focuses exclusively on human 
rights, including measures to promote a holistic and 
multidisciplinary approach to the emerging social and 
economic risks and threats, and also affirms that ASCC 
organs should enhance the effective implementation 
of relevant ASEAN human rights declarations and 
instruments.33

22.  ASCC Blueprint, D.5.i
23.  ibid, D.5.iii
24.  ibid, C.3.iii – as a part of environmentally sustainable cities
25.  ibid, C.1.i
26.  ibid, D.2.i
27.  ibid, D.3.i-iii
28.  ibid, C.1.vii
29.  ASPEN, Programme 5, p. 23-24
30.  ASCC Blueprint, D.3.iii, Aspen, Programme 4, p. 23
31.  ASCC Blueprint, B.10-12
32.  ibid, A.2.iv
33.  ibid, B.3.v
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Global and regional partnerships: The ASCC 
Blueprint calls on ASEAN Member States to strengthen 
global and regional partnerships and support the 
implementation of relevant international agreements 
and frameworks, such as the Sustainable Development 
Goals and the Paris Agreement on climate. The latter 
agreement urges state parties, when taking action on 
climate change or sustainable development, to respect, 
promote and consider their respective human rights 
obligations.34  

Although the right to a healthy environment is not 
explicitly mentioned in ASCC’s core documents, 
the ASCC Blueprint and ASPEN have created entry 
points for cross-institutional collaboration among 
organs associated with the ASCC and APSC pillars 
to advance this right. Moreover, the Blueprint further 
affirms that ASCC organs should enhance the effective 
implementation of ASEAN’s human rights declarations 
and instruments, including the right to a healthy 
environment in the AHRD.  

34.  ibid, C.1.vii
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4. Making it work: good practices  
    

Following this consultation, AICHR-Malaysia 
commissioned a thematic study on the right to safe 
drinking water and sanitation, which is currently under 
way. This study will contribute to the evidence base that 
can help inform policymaking on issues related to clean 
water and sanitation. 

Workshop on Environment and Human Rights—
Urban Pollution: In September 2019, AICHR 
Singapore hosted a workshop on human rights and 
the environment, focusing on pollution. This workshop 
brought together AICHR representatives, the private 
sector, civil society, and the ASEAN Secretariat’s 
human rights and environment division. Dr Vong Sok, 
head of ASEAN’s Environment Division, spoke on how 
urban pollution was impacting the right to health, also 
citing the AHRD’s right to a safe, clean and sustainable 
environment. He offered ideas and solutions that 
individuals, governments and businesses could take 
to minimise urban pollution.38 This event reaffirmed that 
clean air is a substantive element of the broader right to 
a healthy environment. 

Consultation on a rights-based framework for 
effective	EIA:	As part of its continuous efforts on human 
rights, environment and climate change, in October 
2019 AICHR Myanmar and AICHR Thailand, together 
with the Myanmar Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Conservation and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), convened a regional 
consultation on a harmonised human rights-based 
approach to EIA. This included an initial discussion of 
existing legal frameworks for EIA in ASEAN Member 
States. The consultation brought together participants 
from ASEAN Sectoral Bodies, including the ASEAN 
Commission on the Promotion and Protection of the 
Rights of Women and Children, and representatives 
from various national ministries.39 This consultation 
planted the seed for a regional framework on a human 
rights-based approach to EIA that will enable all 

35.  AICHR website, ‘ASEAN Meets to Develop a Common Approach and Position on the Right to Safe Drinking Water & Sanitation 
Under Article 28(e) of the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration 2012 (AHRD),’ 25-27 October 2017

36.  ibid
37.  ibid
38.  AICHR website, ‘AICHR Tackles Urban Pollution’, 12 September 2019
39.  AICHR website, ‘AICHR Discuss Rights-based Framework for Effective Environmental Impact Assessment’,  2 October 2019

There are some existing examples of good practices 
of cross-institutional collaboration on issues related to 
human rights and the environment. 

Regional Consultation on the Right to Safe Drinking 
Water and Sanitation in ASEAN (with emphasis on 
rural communities): In October 2017, AICHR Malaysia, 
with the support of the Raoul Wallenberg Institute for 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (RWI), hosted a 
consultation with ASEAN stakeholders on delivering 
safe drinking water and sanitation in the region. 
Representatives from the Senior Officials Meeting on 
Rural Development and Poverty Eradication, ASOEN, 
the ASEAN Working Group on Water Resources 
Management, national human rights institutions (NHRIs), 
the UN and others attended. The following were some 
conclusions that emerged from the discussions: 

• ASEAN Member States have obligations under 
international human rights law to respect, protect 
and fulfil the right to water and sanitation. Safe 
drinking water is defined according to World 
Health Organization standards of availability, 
accessibility, affordability, adequacy and quality.35  

• The right to safe drinking water and sanitation  
cuts across other levers of sustainable development,  
including health, gender, poverty, and access  
to justice.36

 

• While there has been rapid progress by all states in 
realising the right to water and sanitation, challenges 
remain in ensuring adequate access to safe drinking 
water and sanitation for the poor, rural communities 
and indigenous people. These challenges could 
be ameliorated through greater engagement and 
cooperation between ASEAN Charter bodies (such 
as AICHR) and ASEAN Sectoral bodies (such as 
ASOEN and the Senior Officials Meeting on Rural 
Development and Poverty Eradication).37
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affected groups to access information and meaningfully 
participate in environmental decision making.  

Human rights mainstreaming in ASEAN 
documents: The ASEAN Secretariat’s Human Rights 
Division works to mainstream human rights across 
ASEAN’s policy frameworks and align AICHR’s initiatives 
with regional efforts on various issues, the latest being 
the ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework. 
This framework contains, for example, a provision for 
further strengthening and broadening social protection 
and social welfare, especially for vulnerable groups. It 
seeks to ensure that measures designed for recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic are inclusive, taking into 
account age, disability and gender.40 The human rights 
mainstreaming support from AICHR and the Human 
Rights Division could be leveraged to strengthen 
the human rights considerations in future regional 
environmental policy documents. 

ASCC bodies working on relevant human rights 
issues: ASCC bodies include departments that are 
active on social issues at the nexus of human rights and 
the environment, including poverty, education, health, 
environment, gender and children. For instance, the 
Poverty Eradication and Gender Division coordinates 
operational activities in the areas of women’s and 
children’s rights, women’s empowerment and gender 
equality, social welfare and poverty eradication. 
The Division supports the development of regional 
policy frameworks for rural development and poverty 
eradication, such as the ASEAN Framework Action 
Plan on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication 
2016-2020. This plan contains planned activities 
to strengthen the resilience of poor and vulnerable 
groups to economic and environmental risks, including 
capacity-building initiatives to improve food production. 
Other activities in the Framework Action Plan are the 
ASEAN Forum on Improvement of Knowledge, Skills 
and Competence of Stakeholders in climate change 
adaptation, and a regional study to document existing 
climate change risk reduction and adaptation strategies 
in agriculture in ASEAN Member States.41

40.  ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework (2020), p. 25
41.  ASEAN Framework Action Plan on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication 2016-2020 (2016), p. 8-9
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ASEAN’s human rights and environmental bodies have 
a clear mandate to work and collaborate on human 
rights in environmental protection and climate change. 
However, most cross-institutional partnerships have 
thus far been event-based rather than long term. This 
brief  offers  recommendations that ASEAN bodies can 
pursue to strengthen current efforts towards realising 
the right to a healthy environment.  

Human rights and environmental protection: Both 
ASEAN human rights and environmental bodies should 
be cognisant of their human rights commitments, 
environmental obligations and standards for action 
on climate change, as set out in the AHRD and the 
ASCC Blueprint and also in multilateral environmental 
agreements and international human rights treaties.42  
Efforts should be made in ASEAN to develop policies 
and practices that reaffirm, clarify and expand the 
right to a healthy environment and adopt guidelines 
on operationalising this right in the respective work of 
ASEAN human rights and environmental bodies. 

Cross-ASEAN partnerships: AICHR and ASCC Bodies 
work with limited financial and human resources, and so 
should forge closer mutually-reinforcing collaboration 
on issues related to human rights and the environment. 
Such collaboration would fall under the ambit of AICHR’s 
mandate as its Five-Year Workplan contains activities for 
integrating a rights-based approach to EIA, which will 
require a whole-of-ASEAN approach.43 If done correctly, 
this opportunity could help develop new ways of working 
across ASEAN bodies associated with each of the three 
pillars, and could be replicated for future engagements 
between AICHR and the AEC for balancing economic 
growth and environmental protection. 

Partnerships with subsidiary bodies: AICHR and 
ASOEN could also partner with subsidiary bodies 
such as ASEAN’s policy centres, which have access 
to separate funding streams. These centres can 
support data and information collection and assess 
regional progress on specific issues, as well as facilitate 
multilateral collaboration and collective activities that 
support the right to a healthy environment. Some 
relevant centres are: 

5. Strategic entry points for further action

42.  See AHRD, ASCC Blueprint, Convention on Biological Diversity (1992), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(1966), and International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)

43.  AICHR Workplan 2021-2025, p. 9
44.  ibid, p. 34

• the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity, Los Baños, on 
biodiversity and nature conservation issues;

• the ASEAN Institute for Green Economy, Yangon, 
on the nexus of environmental protection and  
economic development;

• the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Transboundary 
Haze Pollution, Jakarta, on managing the impact of 
land and forest fires; and

• the ASEAN Poverty Eradication and Gender 
Division, Jakarta, on issues that overlap with human 
rights and the environment.

The recently launched ASEAN Centre for Sustainable 
Development Studies and Dialogue in Bangkok could 
also be considered for multilateral collaborations. 

Multi-stakeholder partnerships: ASEAN bodies 
could also engage with other regional and national 
actors, such as the Mekong River Commission, 
and national environmental protection agencies — 
including those responsible for implementing Nationally 
Determined Contributions under the Paris Agreement, 
NHRIs, courts, businesses and civil society. The ASCC 
bodies have, on specific issues, established multi-
stakeholder platforms with active participation by 
private sector and civil society representatives.44 ASEAN 
could set up similar platforms on human rights and 
environmental protection issues. Such multi-stakeholder 
collaboration would grant ASEAN bodies access to 
a large body of current knowledge, expertise and 
influence. Collaboration would also give ASEAN bodies 
an opportunity to transfer knowledge and build capacity 
among regional and national ASEAN focal points to 
advance the right to a healthy environment.

Capacity development: In addition to providing 
advisory support for integrating human rights into various 
environmental policy and planning documents, AICHR 
and the ASEAN Secretariat’s Human Rights Division 
could lead capacity development responses to reinforce 
political, social and policy and legal frameworks that 
support the operationalisation of the right to a healthy 
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environment. This could be provided to both sectoral 
bodies and ASEAN Secretariat staff associated with the 
ASCC and AEC pillars, including ASEAN’s subsidiary 
bodies and working groups, and national ASEAN focal 
points and decision makers. Human rights bodies could 
collaborate with research institutions and NGOs, such 
as RWI, in developing the content for these training 
events.  

Leveraging ASEAN’s convening power: ASEAN’s 
strength lies in its power to convene a wide range of 
actors. AICHR and ASEAN sectoral bodies could 
convene consultations and joint action sessions and 
statements to forge a common direction for ASEAN 
on advancing the right to a healthy environment. Such 
activities could help consolidate lessons learnt and good 
practices from the region, which in turn could inform 
human rights responses in other parts of the world, and 
contribute towards international processes for universally 
recognising the right to a healthy environment.45

45.  ibid, p. 8, 11-12, 48
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