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RWI at a Glance

For 35 Years we’ve advanced the field of human rights and humanitarian law with innovative and policy-
oriented research. 14k Individuals have improved their capacity to promote, protect, and fulfil human 
rights in our master programmes and trainings. 70 Institutions in the justice sector have benefited from 
RWI’s training and support. In 60 Countries we’ve contributed to developing unique solutions to human 
rights challenges from 7 Offices Worldwide in Lund, Sweden, and field offices in Amman (Jordan), Beijing 
(China), Istanbul (Turkey), Jakarta (Indonesia), Nairobi (Kenya), and Phnom Penh (Cambodia).
Primarily funded by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, the Institute coordinates 
regional programmes that promote universal respect for the environment and human rights through 
research, education and dialogue based on international law. 
RWI strengthens the capacity and knowledge bases of national human rights institutions (NHRIs), local 
governments, the business community, legal practitioners and environmental policy makers/groups, so as 
to be catalysts for change.
Named after Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat who saved tens of thousands of people at risk near the 
end of World War II, RWI is a charitable trust founded in Sweden, in 1984. 

  Localizing Environment-Related Human Rights and Sustainable Development Goals
Figure: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Source: UN Sustainable Development Goals
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Prosperous and green in the AnthropoceneProsperous and green in the Anthropocene:
The human right to a healthy environment in Southeast Asia

Under its Regional Asia Pacific Programme (RAPP), the Institute’s thematic focus includes localizing 
environment-related human rights and the sustainable development goals (SDGs) set out by the United 
Nations 2030 Agenda. By increasing the availability of research products, teaching resources and materials 
for RWI’s partner organisations and networks, many local governments are now considering human rights 
and the environment when making decisions about their communities and economies.
RWI‘s blended learning courses (BLCs) enable local stakeholders to adopt new strategies and approaches 
toward creating a healthy environment and cross-institutional collaboration to solve increasing water, 
pollution, and greenhouse gas emission challenges, for example.

The Right to a Healthy Environment

The right to a healthy environment includes the right to clean air, safe drinking water, adequate sanitation, 
a safe climate, healthy and sustainably produced food and non-toxic environments in which to live, learn, 
work and prosper. 
RWI is committed to supporting various key stakeholders in realising and protecting the right to a healthy 
environment through our capacity building activities. To that end, the expertise and knowledge of local 
governments is an important asset.
In September of 2020, RWI published Prosperous and Green in the Anthropocene, a thematic report on 
the human right to a healthy environment in Southeast Asia. Written by expert researchers and scholars 
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from the United Nations, RWI and several ASEAN universities, the Report explains ASEAN’s framework for 
protecting this right in the context of the environment, and how it can be better incorporated into decisions 
made at every level from global to local. 

RWI is committed to making its research free and publicly available.  For a more comprehensive list, please 
visit RWI’s webpage and the publications section (please scan the QR code).
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For more information on the Institute’s programmes and activities in the Asia Pacific region contact RWI’s 
coordinating office in Jakarta: 




